Student Profiles

According to 2011 Cambodian government statistics, only 27% of students graduate from high school. Those who do, unless part of the elite class, cannot afford to attend college. Over the past 14 years, Kasumisou Foundation programs have stressed the importance of education. Now, the those efforts are paying off as we see our students complete high school.

New High School Graduates bring a new challenge for us: the added costs of providing tuition. Although costs are very low by US standards, it represents a significant cost  when combined with the need to provide room and board. These four students dream of going to college and are willing to work hard to lift  themselves out of poverty.  Let’s help them fund  this final goal: a college education.
The four students profiled here have been involved with Kasumisou Foundation for the past 7 years via our Rural Assistance Project in Prey Veng Province, which is Cambodia near the Vietnam border. In 2005 we started an arts program for disadvantaged students who wanted to learn about Cambodian danced and music. Our  arts program at regional Ba Phnom High School was awarded first place for best youth program for Cambodian Arts in Cambodia by Prime Minister Hun Sen in 2011.

These student have not just participated in arts programs. They also engaged their community by supporting a Kasumisou Foundation’s Green Champions program by planting and tending hundreds of trees along a dusty road often used by local people. 
Analysis of student profiles and academic achievements:
The Grade 12 exam is similar to the SAT or ACT in the United States. An “ A” is the best possible grade a student can receive, an “ F” the worst. 

Unlike the US,  the general curve of grades is very different in Cambodia. No student in Ba Phnom District received  an “ A” on the grade 12 exam and very few received “B”.  The vast majority of students in Cambodia usually receive a “C” or lower. The reason for this is that only students who can afford to “ pay for an A” , i.e. pay additional fees to teachers for very specific test related extra tutoring, can reach  the  “ A” or “B” level.  Ba Phnom is a very poor district and  our students received average grades.

Ba Phnom High School does not carry transcripts for its students. The students receive a certificate when they  complete grade 12, but their grades to not follow them. Each university asks for transcripts but does not penalize prospective students if the transcript is not available.   The Grade 12 certificate is adequate. 

Estimates of Costs:
In addition to tuition, all students will need room and board, estimated at $ 80 per month per student. The plan is to have the students double up, 2 to a room to keep costs low. 
Housing/food expenses:  $ 80 x 4 = $ 320 x 12 = $3840 

Tuition costs:                                                         $1980

Global Giving projected  fund raising costs           $  900

Total Projected costs:
                                   $6720
Student Profile   1

Born Laiy (female – age 18)

Goal: Nursing School

Royal Scientific Institute of Health  requires a pass/fail entrance exam. The next tests are in November or December to start school in December. 

Home address: Choeur Khach village, Choeur Khach commune, Baphnom District

High school transcript:  No.

12 grade certificate:  Yes.

12th grade exam:  D (73.048).

College name and website address:  Royal Scientific Institute of Health (no website)

College type:  private.

Intended major subject of study:  nursing.

Entrance exam:  November (Pass/Fail).

Tuition required for first year of study:  $800.

Tuition payment due and class start date:  December.
Student Profile   2

Chhoun Lean You (male – age 22)
Goal: English  

Norton University requires an aptitude exam for placement. If a student can score high enough, they may be able to qualify for tuition assistance. Lean You plans to go to Phnom Penh to start  working in construction with his fellow student,  Serey ( below)  for $ 3.00 per day for a 10 hour day.
Home address: Jeung Phnom  village, Rom Damrey commune, Baphnom District

High school transcript:  No.

12 grade certificate:  Yes.

12th grade exam:  D (59.397).

College name and website address:  Norton University;  http://norton-u.com

College type:  private.

Intended major subject of study:  English communication.

Entrance exam and exam type:  November (aptitude).

Tuition required for first year of study:  $380.

Tuition payment due and class start date:  December 1, 2012

Student Profile 3 
Hun Serey (male – age 19)
Goal: Business Management

Norton University requires an aptitude exam for placement. If a student can score high enough, they may be able to qualify for tuition assistance. Serey has already traveled to Phnom Penh (2 hours)  and is working in construction where he hauls and mixes cement Monday through Friday for $ 3.00 per day for a 10 hour day. 
Home address: Jeung Phnom  village, Rom Dam Rey commune, Baphnom District

High school transcript:  No.

12 grade certificate:  Yes.

12th grade exam:  E (40.873).

College name and website address:  Norton University;  http://norton-u.com

College type:  private.

Intended major subject of study:  Business management.

Entrance exam and exam type:  November (aptitude).

Tuition required for first year of study:  $400.

Tuition payment due and class start date:  December 1, 2012
Student Profile     4  

Nhes Sor Sdoeurn (female – age 19)

Goal:  Accounting

Vanda Institute of Accounting- Our student has borrowed $190 for her first semester, but cannot sustain her education without help. 

Home address:  Jeung Phnom village, Rom Domrey commune, Baphnom District

High school transcript:  No.

12 grade certificate:  Yes.

12th grade exam:  D (N/A).

College name and website address:  Vanda Institute of Accounting

www.vanda.edu.kh/index/php

College type:  private.

Intended major subject of study:  accounting.

Entrance exam:  N/A.

Tuition required for first year of study:  $380.

Tuition payment due date:  N/A.

Other information:  Sdouern has already negotiated a loan for $190 from ACLEDA Bank and has used that money to enroll and pay for her first semester of study.

