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What is Educare Fund?
Educare Fund was set up in 1997 as a project to support the education of young women in Lesotho at secondary school level. There is government funding for primary and higher education. However, secondary education must be paid for by parents. It is relatively expensive, and many girls from poorer families do not get past this level of education, let alone reach university level. When families have to make a choice because they cannot afford to educate all their children, it is often the girls who have to leave school.  

The aim of Educare Fund is to support families to keep girls at school by paying a proportion of the annual school fees. In this way, we work in partnership with the family and this gives them a continuing stake in their child’s education. The level of support and number of girls supported each year is determined by the funds available.. Currently, Educare Fund is supporting 40 girls in various high schools. Over 100 girls have now successfully completed their high school education and we wish them all a very bright future!
Who is involved?
The Founding Members of Educare Fund are Liphethiso Monica Harris (Lesotho); Janet Griffiths (Ireland) and Helen McLachlen (Canada); supported by family and friends. Along with Yvonne Cole (England) and Christine Gathercole (England), they serve as Educare Fund Trustees.

The number of contributors continues to grow steadily.  We hope that others will join us to enable us to increase the number of pupils we support.

How much does it cost? 
Currently, secondary school fees in Lesotho (excluding books and uniform) vary from one institution to another, ranging from around M1400(about £100) to M4200 (about £300) per year. A gift of £10 a month would pay all the fee at a less expensive school or make a sizable contribution towards a higher fee requirement.

Who is eligible for support?
The project will support hard working girls with a good educational record who would not be able to continue or complete their high school education because family circumstances prevent the payment of fees.

How do the girls apply?
If the pupil meets the criteria above, and their application is endorsed by the Head Teacher, they send a letter to Educare Fund giving a profile of themselves, their future plans, and their understanding of the importance of education. 

How do I know what my contribution has achieved?
The schools are required to provide a progress report for each girl supported by Educare during the previous year. This information is included in the annual update available to all contributors. Educare Fund makes every effort to keep administration costs low so that most of your contribution goes toward educational support.

For further information please contact:
Liphethiso Monica Harris 

Email:  khotsonghape@googlemail.com
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