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Children’s Helpers Worldwide: Tutoring and Mentoring Programme, Romania

Introduction

Children’s Helpers Worldwide (CHW) supports locally-run projects helping disadvantaged children in less developed parts of the world. CHW does this by partnering with local organisations, as the local staff truly understand the needs of the children. 

One organisation CHW works with in Romania is called Refugiu. Refugiu is based in Brasov and is dedicated to providing support to children and young people in need. The President of Refugiu, Robert, places great importance on education.

CHW is currently supporting a tutoring and mentoring programme run by Refugiu in a village called Tarlungeni. The majority of the people from Roma community in Tarlungeni are living in poverty. This programme focuses on the educational and social needs of 19 children and teenagers. 

Tutoring sessions are held every weekday by Robert. Other support, such as assisting families to enroll their children in school, ensuring the children have medical check-ups, helping the teenagers to register for ID cards and assisting with food and with clothes for school, is given when needed.

The start of the project

This project began with a four-month pilot scheme, to help a family with eleven children. The children were living in abject poverty, and their father, Sorin, had just passed away, due to cancer. The oldest son, Lucian, who was seventeen at the time, undertook an apprenticeship (partially funded by CHW), and the rest of the children were still in school, but their attendance was poor and they were very behind with their education. The tutoring and mentoring scheme aimed to help the children catch up with their education and support them at this extremely difficult time in their lives. The children made good progress during the pilot scheme, and the tutoring and mentoring programme was extended.

The current situation

The eleven siblings continue to benefit from the mentoring and tutoring programme. The children who are in school benefit from homework assistance during the tutoring sessions. More children are now also helped. Seven other children from the village have joined the tutoring sessions. Three of these children are siblings. Their father was a convict and he passed away in prison last year.  
The eldest daughter of the original family is now married and has a baby. The baby now benefits from the social assistance element of the scheme.

As well as the tutoring sessions, Robert arranges trips for the children from time to time. These outings may be for example, to Brasov, he nearest city, or to a farm. The trips are educational, and also give the children the chance to see beyond the village and its poverty. 
Continuing the scheme 

Catherine from CHW recently visited the projects in Romania and met with Robert to discuss the progress of the children and the future of the scheme. Robert has asked CHW for funding to continue the programme for another school year. Robert says it is important to carry on the project for different reasons for each of the children. For example, two of the children, a girl, Gabriela (7) and a boy, Florin (9), have been making great progress. They were very behind with their education and have now learnt to write and do addition and subtraction and they enjoy learning. They still need support, for now, to ensure continued progress. Others, for example, two of the boys, Ciprian (10) and Claudiu (14) have problems with their attention spans and with anger. Children like these need special attention and encouragement, to be able to make progress with their education, and in general.

It costs £200 per month to sponsor this scheme. We are delighted to be taking part in GlobalGiving UK’s Gateway Challenge. If we are successful in raising our aim of £2,500, then this will provide the funds to continue this project for just over a year. This will be such a huge benefit for the children. We are grateful to each of you who take the time to consider this project.

Further information
More information can be found on CHW’s website:

www.chworldwide.org

Refugiu has its own section on CHW’s website:

www.chworldwide.org/where-we-work/romania/refugiu/

