ChildAid’s Abandoned Babies project Dneprodzerzhinsk, Ukraine. 

Our partners pay for a full-time nurse who attends the city hospital in order to help abandoned babies or very small orphaned children who are being treated, in a special ward reserved for them. During the past twelve months 40 babies and small children have passed through the ward. Their ages are between birth and 4 years. 

We also hope to be start supporting a second nurse who operates in a different ward of the same hospital caring for abandoned babies suffering from different illnesses. By having two nurses caring for the lost and abandoned will also ensure that the babies will always have someone caring for them.

Some are newborn babies already abandoned by their mothers in the maternity ward and are awaiting a court decision about their future; some are children brought in by the police, because they have been left on doorsteps; or they have been taken away from abusive families, from parents who have lost their parental rights; or they are orphans from the children’s home “Maliuta” (meaning: “Baby” or “Little One”). It is not possible to give an accurate figure of how many children have been abandoned by their mothers in Dneprodzerzhinsk; our partners have not been able to find this out. However, they say that in their sector of the town (there are three administrative sectors) parents of 12 families have had their legal rights taken away since the beginning of this year.

Babies abandoned at birth stay in the special ward until they have been placed in a home, or – in rarer cases – with a foster or adoptive family. Others (from the orphanage for example) need to attend the hospital for medical treatment. Many abandoned children suffer from serious medical problems, which in many cases is the reason for their abandonment, given the difficulties involved in bringing up seriously ill or disabled children in Ukraine, not least the social prejudice against them. Illnesses they suffer from include cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, cerebral hernia and similar birth defects such as spina bifida and encephalomyelocele (herniation of the brain and spinal cord), retarded psychomotor development, convulsions and Down’s syndrome. 

The role of the nurse is to provide full care for these children. She replaces the role of a caring mother. She changes their nappies, feeds them, changes their clothes, goes shopping for essentials, washes them, cuts their nails, massages them, puts them to sleep, reads them stories, administers the medicines prescribed by the doctors, takes them out for walks, talks to them and plays with them. Above all she gives them love, care and attention, and prays for them. She also takes them to medical consultations with specialists in other hospitals, including to Dnepropetrovsk. 

ChildAid’s support regularly provides the material things needed for her to fulfil her duties. The hospital provides nothing. The project supplies such essentials as cotton and disposable nappies, powders and creams, soap, wet wipes, feeding bottles, dummies, shampoo. It recently made possible the decoration of the two wards now being used for these children and bought blinds for the windows. A fridge, child beds, mattresses, baby clothes, a water boiler, pram, toys, as well as shoes for the older ones were also purchased. Soap powder is regularly bought so that the children’s clothes can be washed, though the ward has no machine. Medicines are usually supplied by the hospital, but these are also sometimes purchased by the project. Sometimes special foods and food supplements for the older children including fruit, yogurts, fruit juice, biscuits and cakes are also purchased. 

We have been involved in this work for 9 years now, during which time many, many children have passed through their hands. Some of the children have found foster parents or been adopted. Last year, 34 children from orphanages in the town have been placed with new families, among them some of the children our partners had helped. They can see at first hand the positive results of their work. In order for it to continue, it is essential that the nurse stays on and continues to fulfil her role as a substitute mother. 

A few case histories highlight the shocking plight of the small children. 

Miroslav is eleven months old. He has ended up twice in the special hospital ward for abandoned babies. When he was there the first time, his mother threatened the doctors and then took away her baby. She is about 30 years old; the child’s father, a former prisoner is 54. They have no permanent home. They also have a little daughter (Alena, 5-6) and a few weeks ago, the mother give birth to another boy. The newborn baby is in the pathology wing of the children’s hospital. In a month’s time he will be transferred to the ward run by our partners. The mother has recently been diagnosed with a form of tuberculosis. Miroslav was brought to the ward by the police. It is difficult to imagine what this child must have gone through. He was quite wild, terrified. He would not take any food and immediately threw it up. He has been in the hospital ward for over two months. His health is slowly improving. Documents are being prepared to deprive his parents of their parental rights.

Maksim (2 years) and Ilya (3 months), brothers. Their mother (21) was already being sought by the police when she gave birth to Ilya. Ilya was born premature. There is also a sister, Angelina (4); she has been taken into a local authority temporary shelter. Maksim was brought to the children’s hospital by the police. Meanwhile, his mother and Ilya were in the pathology wing. She robbed another woman in the hospital and then ran away leaving Ilya alone in the hospital. Having left the hospital, she committed yet another theft and is now being sought again by the police. Maksim has been transferred to the children’s home “Maliuta”. Ilya is currently in the ward run by our partners. In this case too, documents are being prepared to remove parental rights.

Lida (10 months). Her mother Alina (22) has been diagnosed with schizophrenia. Her behaviour has been deemed socially unacceptable. Her relations rejected her, and a group of Christian believers helped her find help at a rehabilitation centre. While she was at the centre she became pregnant and gave birth to her daughter. At first her Christian friends helped her look after the baby, but when they saw that the mother showed no feelings for the child and behaved very coldly towards her, they referred her to a psychiatric hospital. It was then that Lida came to be in the ward. Lida spent two months in the ward and then the Christian friends took her back to her mother. They rented a flat for them, but Alina continued to live as before, and did not want the child. She began to live in the flat like a vagabond. The landlady threw her out onto the street, and the believers again brought Lida to the ward. The question about parental rights is currently being decided. Documents are being prepared to transfer Lida to the children’s home “Maliuta.”

Masha (6 months). Her mother gave birth to her at home. It is unknown what might have become of the child if her mother had not had serious complications following the birth. She was given first aid on the spot and then taken with her baby to the pathology department of the children’s hospital. She is a drug addict, infected with HIV. Throughout the pregnancy she took drugs. The little girl was born very weak; she is anxious and highly strung, and is also infected with HIV. Her mother walked out of the hospital almost immediately and has not reappeared since. She also has a son (2). Now they are looking for the boy. The whereabouts of mother and son are unknown; no one knows where she is keeping him hidden or how he is. Masha has now been placed in a children’s home in Dnepropetrovsk. Her mother has been legally deprived of her parental rights.
