Summary of major problems due to the Kosi flood

I. Land, food and water
1. Standing crops have been destroyed by the water masses. This means that food has been lost as well as revenue for the people.

2. The soil has become infertile. In fact wide area of agricultural land has been covered by sand which the Kosi River brought with it. Thus, no cultivation is possible at all in some places or in other places the methods of cultivation have to be altered. So there is a need of knowledge transfers how to cultivate sandy land as the farmers don’t know how to do it.

3. In fact wide area of agricultural land has been covered by sand which the Kosi River brought with it. Agricultural land has been lost through the emergence of a new river. This new river actually changed its bed for a length of 8 km before joining again is bed. 

4. The ground and surface water are polluted. 

II. Housing and Infrastructure

1. Some people become homeless as their house has been totally destroyed by the flood.

2. Housing is difficult: Many families still live in damaged houses.

3. House equipment is destroyed.

4. Lack of information about government schemes. There is no proper communication.

5. Infrastructures such as roads, bridges and rail way tracks are destroyed.

5. In many places the electricity and telephone lines have not been repaired.

6. Public distribution system is not working properly.

7. Hunger and malnutrition are prevailing due the failing of proper food supply.

III. Health and Education

1. Hay un importante conjunto de problemas relacionados con la educación: school facilities are not always given or are in a bad shape, not enough equipment such as stationary, few awareness of the need to send children to school among the parents.

2. People are facing various health problems. For example many women are suffering from Anmae due to malnutrition.

3. Lack of sufficient health care centers and hospitals.

IV. Economic problems: Struggle for Livelihood

1. High unemployment rate. Many people have been employed at least par time as agricultural labors. As the land is not cultivable, they find no sources of income. Other jobs got lost due to the down shifting of the economy.

2. Migration to cities and other states to find a job.

3. Losses of cattle. Domestic animals such as cows, goats, chicken and pigs died in the water masses and many died as they could not find any feed.

4. Corruption is omnipresent. Middle men are exploiting the people.

5. Inflation is affecting the people – prices for food and other things are rising high. For example one kilogram of rice had been 8 Rupees (Rs) before the flood, now it is 20 Rs. 

6. No access to affordable loans, only to those with a high rate of interests.

V. Social problems

1. Lack of unity within the society.

2. People are suffering from psychological problems due to the shock of the flood disaster.

3. Rising of crimes such as robbery, theft and rape.

4. Cultural shifting concerning social habits partly due to new income generating activities such as fishing or as well as new crops cultivation.

5. Difficulties to do marriages as there is not enough money for dowry.

6. No appropriate old age pension and widow’s pension, problems related to the below poverty line.

7. For children born in a refugee camp there is no help. No compensation.

8. No compensation is provided for physically challenged people and those who died during the flood disaster.

VI. Preventing new disaster

1. No measures are taken to prevent a new flood.

