GIVE THE GIFT OF SIGHT TO 50 CHILDREN IN BANGLADESH
One cataract operation $ 100.00 
50 = $5,000
Summary

This project targets to fund 50 cataract surgeries to children in underserved rural areas in Bangladesh. The cases will be selected during regular visits in the 10 Hope Foundation Health Centers. 

Project needs and beneficiaries

The World Health Organization estimates that 180 million people suffer from severe visual impairment (legally blind, by U.S. standards). The leading cause of blindness throughout the world is cataracts and 90% of this blindness is found in the developing world. 
A report from the International Conference “Health and the Changing World” November 11-13, 2008 affirms: "A nationwide study by International Centre for Eye Health (ICEH), U.K and Child Sight Foundation (CSF) in children revealed that around 40,000 children are blind in Bangladesh. Two thirds of blind children have lost their sight because of conditions that could either have been prevented or they have conditions where surgery could restore sight."
This project will take place in collaboration with partner eye specialists in remote areas of Bangladesh serving extreme poor rural children at risk to lose their sight. Post surgery follow up procedures will take place at the closest Hope Foundation Health Center.  
Activities

The screening process to identify qualifying patients will take place at the 10 Hope Foundation Health Center in remote areas. Qualified patients will be scheduled for surgery that will take place in a partner Hospital, The Community Eye Hospital of Cox’s Bazar, at a 70% reduced price
Funding information

The regular price of a cataract surgery in Bangladesh surmounts to over $300. This project will cost 70% less than the regular price due to a collaborative effort with a partner hospital.

One cataract surgery: $100

Total for the project, 50 children: $5,000

Additional documentation

Resources

WHY THIS PROJECT IS IMPORTANT

In developing countries like Bangladesh, blindness carries a big stigma. It deprives children of being an active member of the community; it often excludes them from education, and condemns them to a life of suffering and even early death. Without any interventions, children who are blind face a high risk of disability and death. Over half of children who go blind die within one or two years.
Potential long term impact

The long term impact of this project is the insertion of the treated children in a normal life and social network by the recovery of his/her sight. These children will have a productive life that will contribute to the growth of Bangladesh.
Project message

WHO IS RUNNING THIS PROJECT

Hope Foundation for Women & Children of Bangladesh

16401 NW 2nd Ave, Suite 202

Miami, FL 33169

Phone: 954-668-9635

Fax: 305-944-0619

E-mail: hopefoundation.usoffice@gmail.com
Website: http://www.hopeforbangladesh.org
