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“This is four years in the making” 
Eastern Caribbean LGBT organisation launches  

five-country legal challenge to anti-gay laws 
  

(Castries, October 31, 2019) The Eastern Caribbean Alliance for Diversity and Equality 
(ECADE), today announced the launch of five legal challenges to the remnants of draconian 
laws of our colonial past. The claims, all expected to be filed before the end of 2019, will chal-
lenge the buggery and indecency laws in Barbados, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Antigua and Barbu-
da, Grenada and Saint Lucia. 

Executive Director of ECADE, Kenita Placide said, “this is four years in the making. While the 
process of litigation is important, the main part of this journey was to strengthen the organisa-
tions and the communities within the countries they serve. We also needed to understand how 
these laws contribute to the stigmatisation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and in-
tersex (LGBTQI) people, how they legitimise hate speech, discrimination and violence and tear 
at the heart of the family that our society, including our governments, have sworn to protect.”  

The intention to file these cases challenging the constitutionality of the buggery and indecency 
laws is the result of a process which commenced with a meeting organised by United and 
Strong of Saint Lucia and GrenCHAP of Grenada in 2015. Organisations representing LGBTQI 
people and other marginalised groups from seven islands in the eastern Caribbean came to-
gether for the first time, shared experiences and strategies, and created the regional advocacy 
hub that is ECADE.  

Adult, consensual, same-sex intimacy is criminalised in nine Caribbean countries, all of which 
are members of the Commonwealth. Discriminatory Penal Codes on the islands date back to 
the British colonial era, and unfairly target LGBT people. Although custodial sentences are 
rarely imposed, those convicted under these laws can face sentences ranging from ten years to 
life imprisonment. 

Veronica Cenac, a Saint Lucian-based lawyer who serves on the board of the Caribbean Vul-
nerable Communities Coalition, said, “these archaic laws violate the fundamental rights en-
shrined in our Constitutions including the right to equality, privacy, freedom of expression, per-
sonal liberty, non-discrimination and protection against inhuman and degrading treatment.”  

Filed by ECADE on behalf of member organisations and citizens who are affected by these dis-
criminatory laws, these cases follow the four-year process developed at the Grenada meeting. 
ECADE has worked closely with our regional and international partners to support litigants in the 
cases. Our partners include a team of Caribbean lawyers; the Faculty of Law UWI Rights Advo-
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cacy Project (U-RAP), operating from three of UWI’s four campuses, which promotes human 
rights, equality and social justice in the Caribbean by undertaking and participating in human 
rights litigation in collaboration with human rights lawyers and civil society organisations; the 
Human Dignity Trust, an international organisation who works with LGBT activists around the 
world to defend human rights in countries where private consensual sexual activity between 
adults of the same sex is criminalised. 

——ENDS—— 
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The Eastern Caribbean Alliance for Diversity and Equality Inc. (ECADE) is a network of organisations working 
across the eastern Caribbean. Drawing on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that: “All human 
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights” and “All are equal before the law and are entitled without any 
discrimination to equal protection of the law”, ECADE works to increase the competence of activists and conscientise 
the people of the eastern Caribbean for the advancement of LGBTQI and marginalised populations in the region. 
Learn more at www.ecequality.org or email info@ecequality.org 
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH  

“I Have to Leave to Be Me” Discriminatory Laws against LGBT People in the Eastern Caribbean 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Violence against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Persons in the Americas  

LEAVE NO LGBT PERSON BEHIND 

Statement by human rights experts on the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
- 17 May 2018 
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