The Mama Bakhita Cheshire Home in Livingstone, Zambia
Children with Disabilities Living in Community and Family

The Mama Bakhita Cheshire Home is the only place in the Southern Province of Zambia where children with severe disabilities are cared for, supported and educated, making it possible for them to remain in their community. Generally in Zambia, families with children who have disabilities are stigmatized and shunned. These children were kept hidden in their homes, not only because of shame, but also because of extreme poverty.

History

· The Mama Bakhita Cheshire Home was founded in 1996 by a group of Zambian Sisters of St. Francis to serve children with severe disabilities. 
· The Sisters reached into homes in the poorest areas, asking parents to bring their children to Mama Bakhita for physiotherapy, medical attention, food, and clothing. 
· The Sisters also went to clinics, delivering sensitization and physiotherapy services, and referring children who needed surgery to the hospital in Lusaka. 
· In 2006, to meet the children's educational needs, the Sisters built a two-room schoolhouse, and applied to the Zambian government for two teachers.
Family and Community 

· The Mama Bakhita offers parental and medical counseling to families as well as referrals to medical clinics and doctors.
· The school serves 25 children, including 5 with cerebral palsy. Instead of being a source of shame, these children now attend school for the first time, and can believe in their potential to learn, grow and be valued members of the community.
· The mothers of the children at the center are central to the Mama Bakhita community, sharing problems and solutions. At the Mama Bakhita, they socialize and learn, helping to keep their children healthy and at home. 

