Empower Honduras and El Salvador
Un reconocimiento                          An Acknowledgement
Como organización, no odiamos a las pandillas ni a sus miembros. Estamos felices de sentarnos y pasar tiempo con aquellos que puedan estar asociados con pandillas.
As an organisation, we do not hate gangs, nor do we hate gang members. We are happy to sit and spend time with those who may be gang associated.

De hecho, nuestra lucha es contra la pobreza y la sensación de abrumadora desesperanza y falta de oportunidades para “salir adelante” que sienten muchos de nuestros jóvenes.
Our fight is in fact with poverty and the sense of grinding hopelessness and lack of opportunity “to get ahead” that so many of our young people feel. 

Nos entristece que tantas personas provengan de familias rotas y de alguna manera se vean obligadas a encontrar familias alternativas, incluso entre las pandillas.
We are sad that so many are from broken families and are somewhat forced to find alternative families including from amongst the gangs. 

Nos entristece que, por una clara y evidente falta de oportunidades, algunas personas sientan que deben violar la ley, extorsionar o incluso asesinar.
We are saddened that through clear and obvious lack of opportunity, some people feel to break the law, extort or even murder.

También reconocemos que las pandillas en Centroamérica respetan a los cristianos reales, sinceros y genuinos. Esperamos poder estar a la altura de sus expectativas para poder dialogar.
We also acknowledge that the gangs have a respect for real, sincere and genuine Christian people. We hope that we might live up to their expectations so that we may have dialogue.

Se nos enseña a amar a todas las personas y estamos contentos de hacerlo.
We are taught to love all people, and we are content to do so.

Empower Honduras and Empower El Salvador are both government registered in their respective nations. Empower’s fundraising arms are government registered in the USA, Australia and New Zealand.

PROFILE OF HONDURAN AND SALVADORAN
CHILDREN IN THE PROJECTS
1.  Be Honduran or Salvadoran, male, aged between 12-15 years to start in the project.
2.  At risk of joining gangs.
3.  For our work in San Pedro Sula: Preferably these boys will be from the Chamelecón sector.                                                                                                                                                                                    For the work in Tegucigalpa:  The boys may come from the capital city and its surrounds
4. Evident desire to study and improve.
5.  Have the potential, skills, and intelligence necessary to study at university/college level.
6.  Maintain good grades in their studies, with a minimum average of 80%.
7.  Have the authorization of the parents or legal guardians.                                                                                             
8. Willing to live in the home and comply with all the regulations of Empower.
9. Legal guardians agree not to remove the child from the program until it has finished.  
10. Be recommended by a church, community worker or educational institution. 
11. Their spiritual background or affiliation is not important.   
12.   Pass all the tests or evaluations defined to be part of the program.   
13.   A good client group is boys whose fathers/mothers are in prison or in another country or who are living with grandparents or other family members.    
14.   It is good if parents contribute according to their ability. They could give clothes, uniforms etc.   

