HIC STEM LUMINARIES
STEM Education and Empowerment for Girls in Crisis-Affected Anglophone Regions of Cameroon

Summary
Young girls in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon face immense barriers to education due to an ongoing armed conflict that has been raging since 2016. Thousands of schools have been shut down, destroyed, or rendered inaccessible, leaving many children, especially girls, without access to safe learning environments. In addition to the conflict, cultural and societal challenges mean that girls are less likely to attend school than boys. Her Innovation Cameroon (HIC) seeks to address this gap by providing girls aged 8 - 20 with access to Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education through hands-on materials such as LEGO kits, laptops, lab equipment, and after-school STEM programs. This project aims to inspire creativity, innovation, and problem-solving skills among girls, equipping them to imagine and build a brighter future for themselves and their communities.

Challenge
Many schools in Cameroon are underfunded, resulting in children having limited access to school materials and equipment. This situation is dire in the English-speaking regions of Cameroon due to the ongoing crisis that has led to the destruction of so many schools. Since 2016, the Anglophone regions of Cameroon have been engulfed in a prolonged socio-political crisis, which has severely disrupted the lives of civilians and especially adolescent girls aged 12 to 18. This group has become increasingly vulnerable to conflict-related gender-based violence, including rape and assault, as well as domestic trafficking for sexual exploitation and forced labour.
As a consequence, there has been a dramatic rise in teenage pregnancies, with many of these young mothers left without access to basic healthcare, education, or psychosocial support. The children born from these circumstances face an uncertain future—deprived of early childhood education, proper nutrition, medical care, and a nurturing environment.
The armed conflict in the Anglophone regions has resulted in
· Closure and destruction of schools, disrupting formal education.
· Increased risks of gender-based violence, including domestic trafficking and sexual exploitation.
· Rising teenage pregnancies and child marriages, forcing many girls to drop out of school.
· Deepening poverty, where families often prioritise boys’ education over girls.
In such conditions, girls are left vulnerable to generational cycles of poverty, violence, and exclusion from meaningful participation in society. The lack of exposure to STEM subjects, already underfunded in these regions, further limits girls’ opportunities to pursue careers in science and technology, areas crucial for Cameroon’s future development.

Solution
Her Innovation Cameroon (HIC) will implement a comprehensive STEM empowerment program tailored to crisis-affected girls in the Anglophone regions. The project will:
1. Provide Essential STEM Learning Materials, including books, laboratory kits, tablets, laptops, LEGO kits, Keva planks, K’nex, and snap circuit discovery kits.
1. Deliver Hands-On STEM Experiences through after-school STEM lab programs, field trips, science fairs, and mentorship from female STEM professionals.
1. Create Safe Learning Spaces by establishing a community-style centre where girls can learn without fear of violence. The HIC STEM SPACE will provide a safe environment.
1. Offer Psychosocial and Life Skills Support, such as counselling, mentorship, and resilience-building workshops to help girls overcome trauma from conflict.
1. Scholarship Opportunities for talented girls to continue their education in STEM-related fields.

Long-Term Impact
By investing in STEM education for girls in conflict-affected regions, this project will:
· Empower a generation of female innovators who can contribute to rebuilding their communities.
· Break cycles of poverty by equipping girls with knowledge and marketable skills.
· Increase the representation of women in science, technology, and leadership roles.
· Build resilience within communities by creating safe, supportive environments for learning.
Educated and empowered girls are more likely to uplift their families and communities, leading to sustainable peace and development in Cameroon.

Budget (Estimated: $60,000)
	Project Component
	Cost (USD)

	Essential Education & STEM Materials (Books, lab kits, laptops, tablets, school supplies)
	10,000

	Hands-On Educational Experiences (STEM fairs, after-school labs, field trips, quizzes)
	12,000

	Resources for STEM Education (Computer supplies, science equipment, software)
	8,500

	Safe Learning Spaces (Furniture, utilities, internet access, electricity)
	9,500

	Psychosocial Support & Life Skills (Consultants, psychologists, mentors, workshops)
	8,000

	Educator/Trainer Fees & Stipends
	7,000

	STEM Scholarships for Girls
	5,000

	Total
	60,000



About HIC
Her Innovation Cameroon (HIC) is a civil society organisation dedicated to empowering girls and women through education, health, and social inclusion. With deep roots in the Anglophone regions, HIC has first-hand experience navigating the challenges of conflict-affected communities. HIC’s culturally sensitive, community-based approach ensures that interventions are relevant, impactful, and sustainable.

Conclusion
The Anglophone conflict in Cameroon has created a lost generation of girls who risk being left behind. By investing in their STEM education, we provide them not only with knowledge but also with hope, resilience, and the tools to shape a better future. This project is more than an educational initiative; it is a lifeline for girls whose futures have been disrupted by war and discrimination. Together, we can turn trauma into innovation and despair into empowerment.
